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modified by inserting in alphabetical se-
quence in the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries “Republic of Burundi.”

(3) For purposes of section 112(b)(3)(B)
of the AGOA, Burundi is a lesser developed
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

(4) The designation of Mauritania as a ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African country for pur-
poses of section 506A of the 1974 Act is ter-
minated, effective on January 1, 2006.

(5) In order to reflect in the HTS that be-
ginning January 1, 2006, Mauritania shall no
longer be designated as a beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country, general note 16(a)
to the HTS is modified by deleting “Islamic
Republic of Mauritania” from the list of ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African countries. Fur-
ther, U.S. note 2(d) to subchapter XIX of
chapter 98 of the HTS is modified by remov-
ing “Islamic Republic of Mauritania” from
the list of lesser developed beneficiary sub-
Saharan African countries.

(6) The modifications to the HTS made
by paragraphs 2 and 5 of this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to articles en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after January 1, 2006.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:51 a.m., December 23, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 27.
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Proclamation 7971—To Implement
the United States-Morocco Free
Trade Agreement

December 22, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On June 15, 2004, the United States
entered into the United States-Morocco Free
Trade  Agreement (USMFTA).  The
USMFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the United States-Morocco
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the “USMFTA Act”) (Public Law 108-302,
118 Stat. 1103) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note).

2. Section 105(a) of the USMFTA Act au-
thorizes the President to establish or des-
ignate within the Department of Commerce
an office that shall be responsible for pro-
viding administrative assistance to panels es-
tablished under Chapter 20 of the USMFTA.

3. Section 201 of the USMFTA Act author-
izes the President to proclaim such modifica-
tions or continuation of any duty, such con-
tinuation of duty-free or excise treatment, or
such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be necessary or appropriate to carry
out or apply Articles 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 4.1, 4.3.9,
4.3.10, 4.3.11, 4.3.13, 4.3.14, and 4.3.15, and
the schedule of reductions with respect to
Morocco set forth in Annex IV of the
USMFTA.

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the
USMFTA Act, Morocco is to be removed
from the enumeration of designated bene-
ficiary developing countries eligible for the
benefits of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). Further, consistent with sec-
tion 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amended, I have
determined that other technical and con-
forming changes to the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) are nec-
essary to reflect that Morocco is no longer
eligible to receive benefits of the GSP.

5. Section 203 of the USMFTA Act pro-
vides certain rules for determining whether
a good is an originating good for the purposes
of implementing preferential tariff treatment
under the USMFTA. I have decided that it
is necessary to include these rules of origin,
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together with particular rules applicable to
certain other goods, in the HTS.

6. Section 204 of the USMFTA Act author-
izes the President to take certain enforce-
ment actions relating to trade with Morocco
in textile and apparel goods.

7. Subtitle B of title III of the USMFTA
Act authorizes the President to take certain
actions in response to a request by an inter-
ested party for relief from serious damage
or actual threat thereof to a domestic indus-
try producing certain textile or apparel arti-
cles.

8. Executive Order 11651, as amended, es-
tablishes the Committee for the Implemen-
tation of Textile Agreements (CITA) to su-
pervise the implementation of textile trade
agreements.

9. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amend-
ed, authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of relevant provisions
of that Act, or other acts affecting import
treatment, and of actions taken thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to sections 201, 203, 204, and 321-328 of
the USMFTA Act, section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, and section 604 of the
1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide generally for the
preferential tariff treatment being accorded
under the USMFTA, to set forth rules for
determining whether goods imported into
the customs territory of the United States are
eligible for preferential tariff treatment
under the USMFTA, to provide certain other
treatment to originating goods for the pur-
poses of the USMFTA, to provide tariff-rate
quotas with respect to certain originating
goods, to reflect Morocco’s removal from the
enumeration of designated beneficiary devel-
oping countries for purposes of the GSP, and
to make technical and conforming changes
in the general notes to the HTS, the HTS
is modified as set forth in Annex I of Publica-
tion No. 3721 of the United States Inter-
national Trade Commission, entitled “Modi-
fications to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
of the United States Implementing the United
States-Morocco  Free Trade Agreement”
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(Publication 3721), which is incorporated by
reference into this proclamation.

(2) In order to implement the initial stage
of duty elimination provided for in the
USMFTA, and to provide for future staged
reductions in duties for products of Morocco
for purposes of the USMFTA, the HTS is
modified as provided in Annex II of Publica-
tion 3721, effective on the dates specified in
the relevant sections of such publication and
on any subsequent dates set forth for such
duty reductions in that publication.

(3) The Secretary of Commerce is author-
ized to exercise my authority under section
105(a) of the USMFTA Act to establish or
designate an office within the Department
of Commerce to carry out the functions set
forth in that section.

(4) (a) The amendments to the HTS made
by paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclama-
tion shall be effective with respect to goods
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after the relevant dates
indicated in Annex II to Publication 3721.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 4(a)
of this proclamation, this proclamation shall
be effective with respect to goods entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after January 1, 2006.

(5) The CITA is authorized to exercise my
authority under section 204 of the USMFTA
Act to exclude textile and apparel goods from
the customs territory of the United States;
to determine whether an enterprise’s pro-
duction of, and capability to produce, goods
are consistent with statements by the enter-
prise; to find that an enterprise has knowingly
or willfully engaged in circumvention; and to
deny preferential tariff treatment to textile
and apparel goods.

(6) The CITA is authorized to exercise my
authority under subtitle B of title IIT of the
USMFTA Act to review requests, and to de-
termine whether to commence consideration
of such requests; to cause to be published
in the Federal Register a notice of com-
mencement of consideration of a request and
notice seeking public comment; to determine
whether imports of a Moroccan textile or ap-
parel article are causing serious damage, or
actual threat thereof, to a domestic industry
producing an article that is like, or directly
competitive with, the imported article; and
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to provide relief from imports of an article
that is the subject of such a determination.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:29 p.m., December 23, 2005]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 27.

Proclamation 7972—National
Mentoring Month, 2006

December 22, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Through countless acts of kindness, men-
tors across America are changing our Nation
for the better. Every child deserves the op-
portunity to realize the promise of our coun-
try, and mentors show that a single soul can
make a difference in a young person’s life.
During National Mentoring Month, we rec-
ognize the many individuals who dedicate
their time, talents, and energy to help chil-
dren develop character and integrity.

Mentors are soldiers in the armies of com-
passion, sharing their time to help provide
a supportive example for a young person.
Mentors help children resist peer pressure,
achieve results in school, stay off drugs, and
make the right choices. Many people become
mentors because of the impact of a mentor
in their own lives, creating a chain of compas-
sion over the course of generations.

My Administration remains committed to
promoting mentoring as an opportunity to
strengthen our country. Through the Help-
ing America’s Youth initiative, led by First
Lady Laura Bush, we will continue to focus
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on identifying best practices and programs
across this great Nation that are changing
lives for the better and helping young people
grow up to be responsible and successful
adults.

In 2006, my Administration will support
funding programs to mentor children who
have a parent in prison and for youth at risk
of gang influence and involvement. The Fed-
eral Government can also help local commu-
nities by fostering communication between
those who are running successful programs
and those who want to get involved. Ameri-
cans can find valuable mentoring opportuni-
ties in their hometown by visiting the USA
Freedom Corps website at
www.USAFreedomCorps.gov  or calling
1-877-USACORP.

I appreciate the faith-based and commu-
nity organizations and all those dedicated to
improving the lives of America’s children
through mentoring. By showing love, sup-
port, and compassion, one person can make
a difference in the life of a child and help
that child learn the importance of serving a
cause greater than self. The teachers, coach-
es, religious leaders, relatives, and other car-
ing adults who mentor contribute to a culture
of good citizenship. Their efforts strengthen
our country and demonstrate the great influ-
ence of one person’s kindness and its ability
to touch a life.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2006 as
National Mentoring Month. I call upon the
people of the United States to recognize the
importance of mentoring, to look for oppor-
tunities to serve as mentors in their commu-
nities, and to observe this month with appro-
priate activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:32 a.m., December 27, 2005]



